
 
 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)  
 
About 15 years ago I attended a men’s spiritual retreat 
where on the final day I was given a cross necklace. 
Inscribed on the back of the cross are the words, 
“Christ is counting on you.” I had the opportunity in 
the years following to be one of the leaders at this 
annual retreat, and was able to place a similar cross 
necklace on other men, reciting those same words, 
“Christ is counting on you.”  
 
Of course, we are counting on Jesus Christ. Daily we 
count on God to supply all our needs, both physical 
and spiritual. But Christ is also counting on each of 
us.   
 
Our ELCA motto is “God’s Work, Our Hands.” Christ 
is counting on us to do His work, in our families, in 
our schools, in our workplace, in our communities, 
and in our world.  
 
Writer Ginger Burow, after receiving a similar cross 
necklace, had this to say about Christ counting on us. 
She writes: “Not only do we count on Christ for so 
much, but Christ is counting on us as well. He is 

   Newsletter- August 2016 



counting on me! He is counting on all of us to do as 
he asks, just as we count on Him. He promises to 
show us the way and He is counting on us to follow in 
that way. He promises to help and guide us and counts 
on us to help and guide others along the way. He 
promises to give us all we need and counts on us to 
help others in need. He promises to give us strength 
and counts on us to be strong for others. He promises 
us forgiveness and counts on us to forgive others. He 
promises us love and counts on us to love others. 
Christ gives to us and counts on us to give as well. He 
has given us time, talents, and resources and counts on 
us to use these to reach out in His name. He gives us 
His word, His truth, His life, and His love, and He is 
truly counting on us to share them with others.”  
 
In August we find that Christ is counting on us to feed 
the hungry as we prepare and deliver meals to kids 
and families in the WACO School District. Thanks to 
those who have helped to prepare the Fellowship Cup 
summer sack lunches earlier this summer.  
 
Christ is counting on us to lift up in prayer the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly on August 8-13. He is also 
counting on us to prayerfully consider how we can 
serve Him and our neighbor as we begin another 
school year.  
 
God has done so much for us! In response, let us give 
our lives in service to Him.  
 
Love in Christ,   

 
Pastor Mark   



Worship Schedule 
Sundays in August 

 10:00 a.m.  Worship 
 Aug. 14  Now the Feast and Celebration 

 
Congregation Council and Church Finance Notes 

The Council met on Thursday, July 21, 2016. The next regular 
Council meeting will be Thursday, August 18, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Council meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board 
in the church narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also 
available in the church office.  
 
Financial Report  

The financials for July will be provided in the September 
newsletter along with the August financials. 

 
Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. 
You do not have to be a member of that group to attend their 
meeting. We encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your 
choice. All committees will meet in the church basement unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 
please direct them to a committee member, especially the 
council representative to that committee.  
 

Worship and Music Committee 
The Worship and Music Committee discussed at a recent 
meeting how the Lamb of God following the Lord’s Prayer 
should be sung while the congregation is still standing and the 
ministers are at the altar. Communion assistants are asked to 
not come up until after the singing of the Lamb of God. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
A group of women from our church have met to fellowship and 
read books that help us to study and understand the Bible for 
over 5 years now. We have different attendees each time and 
have built lasting friendships throughout this time. We love to 
have new people join us and hope that you will consider it. You 



come the days you can and we understand if you can't make a 
weekly commitment.  
 
August 3, 2016 through August 24, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. We will be 
reading "Miracle at the Higher Grounds Cafe" by Max Lucado. 
This is new to us as it is a novel. The questions asked in this 
novel are: What if you could ask God anything? What would 
you ask? And how would He answer? There are questions in the 
back of the book and we will read 10 (very short) chapters a 
week and answer some of the questions together.  
  
September 7, 2016 through December 14, 2016 at 7 p.m. we will 
be reading "Having a Mary Spirit" by Joanna Weaver. We read 
her previous book "Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World". 
This study has a study guide in the back of the book and no 
DVD. "You long to serve God with grace and strength, to reflect 
Christ in every word and action. Yet you find yourself 
continually struggling to bring that vision to life in your daily 
walk." Joanna directs our gaze past our own shortcomings to 
the God who stands ready, willing and able to make a new 
woman out of us. She draws from stories of the Biblical Mary's 
(Mary mother of Jesus, Mary, sister of Martha, and Mary 
Magdalene) and others whose experience with God 
transformed their lives. She shows us how to find what we long 
for: hope, healing, wholeness, and joy. Please feel free to join us 
as we gain in our relationship with God and Jesus. Joanna 
brings in Bible references to help us dig deeper into God's 
Word.  
  
Both studies will be held in the basement of the church, we do 
connect through the internet with a participant and could do so 
with more. Any questions please call Peggy Grothe 319-759-
8080. Books are available at Barnes and Noble and 
Amazon.com. 
  
The study for 2017 is Lysa TerKeurst new book “Uninvited” 
with study guide and DVD, this is only available at this time 
from Proverbs 31 ministries as a preorder item. We hope to 
start this study January 4, 2017.  

tel:319-759-8080
tel:319-759-8080


The Churchmen Meal and Ice Cream Social 
The Churchmen Ice Cream Social has been changed to a meal 
and ice cream social and moved to Tuesday, August 9th at 6 
p.m. in the Parish Hall. Freewill donations will be accepted. 
Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
 

  



Cave Quest Vacation Bible School 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    



Social Ministry Committee 
“Free Indeed” Prison Ministry 

For the months of July-September, the Social Ministry 
Committee is encouraging the support of “Free Indeed,” the 
new ELCA congregation at Anamosa State Penitentiary. Please 
pray for the new pastor and the men who will become a part of 
this worshiping community.  
We will continue to receive financial donations for this ministry 
throughout this quarter. Please note in the memo of your check 
“Prison ministry.” Thank you for your support of this 
worthwhile mission!  
 
We will be preparing and serving meals for the WACO sack 
lunch program on August 1, 3, and 5. 

 
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits 

School days will soon be here and the Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) need your 
help filling school bags for Lutheran World Relief. Through 
LWR we can reach out to those in need. To the children who 
receive school kits, these supplies mean the difference between 
getting an education or not. Our local WELCA purchases the 
necessary school bags to hold these supplies. All items should 
be new and in good condition. A box will be set up in the 
narthex (entryway) for these supplies.  
 
Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, 
messages or your congregation’s name. Please do not donate 
any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military 
symbols, or references to the armed forces, including 
camouflage. All items should be new and in good condition. The 
8 items that are needed include: 
 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper 
approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on 
one side and inches on the other 



 One pencil sharpener 

 One 2½” eraser 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure 
together with a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 
together with a rubber band  

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

Last day school kit donations will be accepted will be October 
9th. There will be a box in the narthex (entryway) of the church 
for these school kit supplies. Thank you for any donation you 
can make. 
 

News from Our Companions in Tanzania 
July 18, 2016  
 
This past week, steps were taken in a special assembly that 
effectively divided our companion synod, the Pare Diocese of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania into two dioceses. 
We were aware that this extraordinary transition was being 
planned. Though significantly smaller now, the Pare Diocese 
continues to function and will convene an Extra-ordinary 
General Assembly in December to make the necessary changes 
to governing documents and strategic decision making in light 
of this change. 
 
The newly formed “diocese in preparation,” the Mwanga 
Diocese, has elected leaders (Bishop-elect Chediel E. Sondoro 
and Assistant Bishop Timothy J. Msangi), and will continue the 
necessary steps to begin functioning independently of the Pare 
Diocese. 
 

http://seiasynod.org/synod-news/news-companions-tanzania/


It will take some time to sort out all the implications for our 
companionship. We remain a companion synod to the Pare 
Diocese. Several Southeastern Iowa Synod congregations have 
longstanding relationships with parishes in the emerging 
Mwanga Diocese. But all companion relationships fall under 
the umbrella of the church-to-church relationship between the 
ELCA and the ELCT and we will work closely with our partners 
in Global Mission to determine how best we can serve the 
interests of the church-to-church partnership. 
 
Please pray for the Pare Diocese as they face a more challenging 
new reality and for the Mwanga Diocese as their new identity 
continues to emerge. And pray that regardless of how all the 
details are sorted out that, together with our sisters and 
brothers in Tanzania, we might provide a bold witness to the 
unity that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 
Our companion congregation Ngaeni is still in the Pare Diocese. 
 

Weekly Worship Audio Available 
You may enjoy listening to our service each Sunday morning at 
11:30 a.m. on the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM. Our entire weekly 
worship service is available on the church website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. 
Click on “weekly worship services”, and then select “Launch 
Media Player”. Click on the weekly service you wish to listen to. 
 
Each monthly newsletter is available on our website: 
www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then 
“newsletter”, and then click any month to read it. 

 
Federal Privacy Laws 

Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA), if you or a member 
of your family are hospitalized and would like the Pastor to 
visit, please contact the church office at (319) 254-2216, or 
Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 

 
Parish Hall Rental 

If your family or group has recurring events that you wish to 
take place at the Parish Hall, monthly or quarterly or yearly, 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


your organization needs to schedule those events each year 
with the church office. Any event over a year out is difficult to 
track for the church office. Should you have any questions 
regarding the rules or fees for renting the Parish Hall, you may 
refer to your Yearbook and Membership Directory, page 8 or 
contact the church office at 319-254-2216. 
 

Parking 
It has been suggested that pickups park in front of the hedge by 
the parsonage, if there is not room in front of the church. If you 
are parked across the street from the church and need to keep 
your car here for an extended time Sunday afternoon, please 
move it across the street to the church following the worship 
service.  
 

Cemetery Monument Decorations 
The Swedesburg Cemetery policies include the following 
"Decorations placed for Memorial Day and other occasions will 
be disposed of within two weeks of being placed." "All other 
decorations must be on a hook or stone-mounted." Please pick 
up the decorations that are placed on the ground within two 
weeks, if you want to keep them.  
 

International Students at Iowa Wesleyan 
Friendship Families: Iowa Wesleyan University will welcome 
approximately 50 new international students to its campus this 
August from more than 15 countries. Henry County residents 
have an amazing opportunity to extend a friendly hand to this 
group of college students. The university is seeking “Friendship 
Families” who would be willing to interact with international 
students throughout the school year. Pairing of Friendship 
Families with students occurs at a casual on-campus event 
Friday, August 26th. After that initial meeting, families and 
students plan events and times to get together throughout the 
year. Please contact Maria Metcalf, International Programs 
Advisor, at Maria.metcalf@iw.edu to request an application 
form and receive more information about out how you can take 
advantage of this unique and wonderful opportunity to meet 
students from around the world.  
 

https://mail.iw.edu/owa/redir.aspx?REF=bROlfZoySq2zYCtELWl2Jxvo1FXClkg6WEY_YkTlaAoNqC4c96_TCAFtYWlsdG86TWFyaWEubWV0Y2FsZkBpdy5lZHU.


We would also like to invite congregations to help welcome our 
new international students on August 16 with an Ice Cream 
Social that will be held at the Methodist Church at 8 p.m. 
  
If you would like to contribute ice cream or fruit or other items 
for the social, please contact Kay Tweedy 
kayzy.t1970@gmail.com or myself. 
  
Thank you, Dr. Joy Lapp, Associate Professor of Religion, IWU. 
 

 
Back to School Month 

School is right around the corner! As children and teens adjust to a 
new classroom routine, the transition can often bring to light 
behavioral issues that may stem from a mental health diagnosis, such 
as ADHD, anxiety, depression, or oppositional defiant disorder.  
 
Did you know Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) partners with schools 
across the state to provide mental health services right in their 
schools? This makes it easier to collaborate with educators and 
reduce the transportation barrier that sometimes makes it hard for 
families to attend appointments.  
 
We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond 
together to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service! 
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  
 

Becoming a kid again 
At 8 years old, Sofia was often the only one caring for her younger 
siblings. She worried constantly they didn’t have enough food. She 
helped them hide in a closet when their mother’s boyfriend began 
drinking and hitting their mother. 
 

mailto:kayzy.t1970@gmail.com
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


That all began to change when Mitch came into the children's lives. 
Mitch is a family care coordinator for LSI. His job is to keep Iowa kids 
and families safe. He made sure Sofia and her siblings had clothes for 
school. He helped transport them to doctor's appointments. He 
remembered their birthdays.  
 
And when it became clear that living with their biological parents 
wasn't a safe option, Mitch was by the siblings' side and advocated to 
keep them together. Kate and Mark, a couple who had provided foster 
care for two of Sofia's younger siblings, decided to adopt all five kids. 
"We had faith. We knew it was the right thing to do. Why? Because 
they are worth it," Kate says.  
 
Sofia is now 12 and thriving. Kate has photos of Mitch visiting the 
kids on Halloween and dropping off presents from LSI on Christmas 
Eve. "Now Sofia gets to be a kid again," says Kate. "Every child 
deserves that." 
 

Thank You 
Church Members:  
I can’t thank the members of Swedesburg Lutheran Church 
enough for the sincere and gracious donation to help me 
financially with my knee surgery. Being a part of such a group 
of wonderful, caring individuals is truly what makes our 
community. This donation was unexpected. I am forever 
grateful for the wonderful gift. Swedesburg Lutheran Church is 
part of my family. Thank you very much, your willingness to 
help out.                                                         Brenda 
 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: 
Thank you so much for your continued support of S. O. Fun 
Day. We had another great event in both communities and truly 
appreciate all that you did! You can view event pictures at 
facebook.com/HealthyHenryCounty. Thank you again! 

Kelly Carr 
Healthy Henry County Communities 

 

Swedesburg Lutheran: 
We would like to thank you for your donation and support of 
the Fellowship Cup. With your support we are able to continue 
programs such as summer sacks, RSVP and school supplies, 
which serve the underserved in Henry County.  

Blessings, The Fellowship Cup  



 
We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the 
year. Each week we will pray for about five church families. 
Please pray in August for: 

August 7: 
Tom & Sharon Miller  
Betty Molander  
Bill & Jean Molander  
Cassandra Molander,   
   Quinn Scarff 
Dianne Molander 
 

August 14:  
Margaret Molander  
Emily Moody, Sabrina,  
   Jack 
Josh & Kelly Morgan, Elsie 
Randy & Chris Morgan, 
Coleen Mullin, 
 

August 21: 
Dale Mullin, 
Daniel & Emma Mullin,  
   Delilah 
Derek & Tina Mullin, 
    Caden, Charlize, and 
    Cuyler 
Helen Mullin 
Jason & Tara Mullin, Carly  
   and Dylan 
 

August 28: 
Marcy Naber, Olivia, and  
   Lincoln 
Delores Olson 
Ian Olson 
Jeff & Gayle Olson 
Jennifer Olson and Raegan  



August Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday on their 
special day: 
  1 Mike Sells 
     Margaret Swenson 
     Jacob Tolander 
  2  Mike Honts 
     Andrew Rauenbuehler 
  3  Steve Olson 
  4  Casey Simpson 
  5  Lisa Kempf 
  6  Delores Olson 
    Jonathan Sharp 
  7 TaVence Whitaker 
  8 Matthew Anson 
 Anne Burnham 
 Becky Johnson 
  9 Linda Proctor 
10 Michelle Kelley 
     Kolbein Ostby 
11 Kent Alvine 
     Kay Trager 
     Louise Unkrich 
     Rory Wagner 
 

12 Don Riley 
     Dane Beichter 
13 Kai Brownholland 
14 Randy Morgan 
15 Karla Crawford Kerr 
     Wayne Woline 
16 Emily Kann 
18 Mark Johnson 
     Carly Mullin 
     Daniel Zoss 
19 Shirley Krabill 
     Gary Johnson 
     Jared Tolander 
20 Dave Diers 
26 Madecyn Anderson 
     Ron Reid 
28 Aaron Tolander 
29 Todd Johnson 
31 Ella Kann 
 
 

 

 

August Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 
  4  Malcolm and Glenda Alvine 
  4 Brendan and Brandelle Unkrich  
  7  Glenn and Lynn Graf 
  9 Brandon and Renae Jones 
13  Christopher and Lisa Olson 
15  Mike and Sherry Honts 
16  Tim and Linda Proctor 
18 Mike and Karen Wells 
19  Bill and Jean Molander 
25  David and Suzanne Hult  
29  Dean and Laura Craig 
31  Mike and Ruth Lindeen 
Please help the church office update their records by submitting any 
birthday, anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.   



CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 
 
 

WITH SYMPATHY  
 Paul M. Johanson died July 3, 2016 in Leland, Iowa. 
 

 Everette R. “Chinny” Sommer died July 17, 2016.  
 
WEDDING 

 Karla Crawford married Todd Christ on Saturday, July 16  
in Sycamore, Illinois. Congratulations to the couple! 

 
Robert Jones and Sara Graf were married July 30, 2016 at 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Congratulations to the couple! 

 
PRAY FOR:  

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported 
by this congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro 
and people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner 
congregation in Tanzania. We especially pray for the Pare 
Diocese as it is being divided into two dioceses, Pare and 
Mwanga. 
 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 
THANKS ARE DUE . . . 

 to all the Vacation Bible school students and teachers for 
their wonderful presentation during worship on July 24. 

 
 
 
 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1897 140th Street, P. O. Box 88, Swedesburg, Iowa 52652-0088 

Telephone (319) 254-2216                           www.swedesburglutheran.org 
emails: pastor@swedesburglutheran.org            office@swedesburglutheran.org  

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
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